
Singaporean woman becomes �rst foreign
star in Japanese festival
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Leng, a 27-year-old Singaporean selected to be the �rst ever foreign oiran, caught the
attention of many visitors during the festival.
PHOTO: The Japan News/Asia News Network

THE JAPAN NEWS/ASIA NEWS NETWORK Oct 16, 2017
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The Shinagawa Shukuba Matsuri festival recently kicked off around the Kyu-
Tokaido street in Shinagawa Ward, where a Singaporean woman became the �rst
foreign oiran festival star.

The festival is held annually to re-create the din and bustle of the Shinagawa-juku
rest stop during the Edo period.

The "Oiran Dochu" is one of the festival's main attractions and features kimono-
clad women parading down the street.
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Rachel Leng, a 27-year-old Singaporean selected to be the �rst ever foreign oiran,
caught the attention of many visitors during the festival.

Rachel Leng
about a week ago

Some photos of the parade day! Thank you everybody for coming! 

Special thanks to Wang Yayu for photography! 

Album Shinagawa Shukuba Festival Sept 2017
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Leng, wearing an extravagant kimono and "takageta" elevated wooden clogs,
occasionally walked in the distinctive "soto hachimonji" style, in which the walker's
feet trace a sideways arc on the ground.

This year, 45 women, including Leng, applied for the role of oiran. The festival
executive committee selected Leng as one of �ve oiran in a bid to attract interest
from foreigners ahead of the 2020 Tokyo Olympics.

Leng has been working at a private equity fund since she moved to Tokyo this
January. She studied East Asian studies at Harvard and Duke universities.
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"I thought I could learn more about Japanese history and culture by participating
in the festival as a cast member, not just as a visitor," she said as her reason for
applying for the role.

Leng won Miss Beauty with a purpose of the Miss World Singapore contest in 2013.

Although the festival is similar to a beauty pageant, she spent many hours
practicing the oiran walk in takageta ahead of the event.

Shinagawa Shukuba Matsuri Festival
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Even now oiran are perceived as celebrities or fashion leaders or other high status
�gures.

"It is really eye-opening for me that Japanese do things like this with so much
sophistication," she said of learning the history and culture of oiran.

However, even though foreigners consider Japanese customs and culture to be
very special, they often have dif�culty getting involved in local festivals.

Leng stressed, "It's a great honour for me to take on a key role in a local festival. I
think it's a big step forward as Tokyo becomes more international."

An Edo era costume parade, in which about 100 people dressed as samurai,
merchants and hikyaku express messengers, will be held on the same street. - The
Japan News/Asia News Network

More about
Festivals/Celebrations  Japan

news
POST

Purchase this article for
republication.

0 Comments Sort by Oldest

 

Create PDF in your applications with the Pdfcrowd HTML to PDF API PDFCROWD

http://www.asiaone.com/tags/festivalscelebrations
http://www.asiaone.com/tags/japan-0
http://newslink.asiaone.com/ips/NewsPostEnquiryRequest.action
http://www.asiaone.com/#facebook
http://www.asiaone.com/#twitter
http://www.asiaone.com/#google_plus
http://www.asiaone.com/#whatsapp
http://www.asiaone.com/#email
https://pdfcrowd.com/doc/api/?ref=pdf
https://pdfcrowd.com/?ref=pdf


From around the web

Recommended by

0 Comments Sort by 

Facebook Comments plug-in

Oldest

Add a comment...

 

Python Immediately
Regrets Swallowing
Porcupine (Gallery)
theBrofessional.net

Holiday turns into
nightmare for family in
Selangor

This Little Girl Was
Found Adrift At Sea
Bob's Hideout

Parents Built This Cabin
As A Place For Their 11-
Year-Old Autistic Twins
Scribol

Meet Malaysia's
millennial Muslim
women

Wife Caught Cheating
Sues Ex-Husband
Conservative Daily Post

This Venomous Snake is
Breaking Records in
Australia
Pet MD

20 Eerie Facts About
Life In North Korea
[Gallery]
Standard News

Create PDF in your applications with the Pdfcrowd HTML to PDF API PDFCROWD

http://www.outbrain.com/what-is/default/en
https://www.facebook.com/plugins/feedback.php?api_key&channel_url=http%3A%2F%2Fstaticxx.facebook.com%2Fconnect%2Fxd_arbiter%2Fr%2F18W0fzbK7xg.js%3Fversion%3D42%23cb%3Df31fe338ffcc658%26domain%3Dwww.asiaone.com%26origin%3Dhttp%253A%252F%252Fwww.asiaone.com%252Ff1888089863ce1%26relation%3Dparent.parent&colorscheme=light&href=http%3A%2F%2Fwww.asiaone.com%2Fasia%2Fsingaporean-woman-becomes-first-foreign-star-japanese-festival&locale=en_GB&numposts=15&sdk=joey&skin=light&version=v2.10&width=620
https://developers.facebook.com/docs/plugins/comments/?utm_campaign=social_plugins&utm_medium=offsite_pages&utm_source=comments_plugin
http://www.thebrofessional.net/python-eating-porcupine/?utm_source=outbrain&utm_medium=Billy_thebrofessional.net-Desktop-US-Porcu-1&utm_content=060915pythonewe_big.jpg&utm_campaign=Python_Immediately_Regrets_Swallowing_Porcupine_Gallery&
http://www.asiaone.com/malaysia/holiday-turns-nightmare-family-selangor
http://www.bobshideout.com/view/this-familys-journey-at-sea-ended-in-the-worst-way-possible/?utm_source=outbrain&utm_source=outbrain&utm_campaign=003a6437c9f9f3a400f74ab2417c66c4fd&utm_key=200&utm_content=006a900febcd959bc8f9b35add243899ad&utm_term=BHO_D_US_this-familys-journey-at-sea-ended-in-the-worst-way-possible_ND_4
http://scribol.com/a/lifestyle/families-and-parenting/mom-dad-built-cabin-place-eleven-year-old-autistic-twins/?utm_source=Outbrain&utm_medium=CPC&utm_campaign=26052_scribol_mom_and_dad_built_this_cabin_a_US_Desktop_K&utm_term=46891
http://www.asiaone.com/malaysia/meet-malaysias-millennial-muslim-women
https://conservativedailypost.com/woman-sues-background-check-site-for-revealing-her-affair/?utm_source=Outbrain&utm_medium=CPC&utm_term=ad1&utm_content=RON&utm_campaign=Sued&utm_source=Outbrain&utm_medium=CPC&utm_term=ad1&utm_content=RON&utm_campaign=Sued
http://www.petmd.com/news/strange-but-true/australias-longest-venomous-snake-13-foot-king-cobra-named-raja-35732?utm_source=outbrain&utm_medium=PaidContent&utm_campaign=petMD-Otheranimals&utm_content=This+Venomous+Snake+is+Breaking+Records+in+Australia
http://sn.sptrkr.com/71c9c5c6?utm_source=Outbrain&utm_campaign=SN_US_D_Outbrain_28979_&utm_content=00ac70a76c9851ecf642a266e1da55d2d4&utm_term=00036c2aa3f5a7151de311a3eda0900bb7_
http://www.asiaone.com/#facebook
http://www.asiaone.com/#twitter
http://www.asiaone.com/#google_plus
http://www.asiaone.com/#whatsapp
http://www.asiaone.com/#email
https://pdfcrowd.com/doc/api/?ref=pdf
https://pdfcrowd.com/?ref=pdf


 

BRANDINSIDER

QUIZ: BTO or EC — which is the right home for you?

SPONSORED

Foodie Con�dential: The best places to eat & drink in Dubai

MORE FROM ASIAONECreate PDF in your applications with the Pdfcrowd HTML to PDF API PDFCROWD

http://googleads.g.doubleclick.net/pcs/click?xai=AKAOjsvY8RbQe4u7HdH1F8i1eNbO288rA62eR9IgiU06QilTPItibQi79Jym86ZAbUFSmJ9-kq8kpi5GNsV2X3_X1pe_VcA2t5qKm1RygkNg_iQBu6rrZcrs2Jbbv4KFGRroZayOzggIEnCznO1v1Pism3pLGrBwS83Q7lWpPMUAc-Z_oAerEXQ-OE88w2lohfmEXTWe83tR7rkBHKeufUObAl6qrL8FPY-6n-9jmdmk&sig=Cg0ArKJSzJlnm-JmaeFx&adurl=http://www.qoo10.sg/sp/171130%3Fjaehuid%3D2026296364%23travel
http://adclick.g.doubleclick.net/pcs/click?xai=AKAOjssOwdF5yd4wO_9vkbDQj0QssegRLbuf6DrZS08_khFT217VKLsBOVMp9TO1WQI0v4ka8D5jtSNp69kOXjJGUaHRcZAc5xklg5fiLmvAi92esDF1vjaUksiiu020VOkpyxSa4sz4vU4rDUVE3_pH1mkDA0oF5DfmssT9F4bBymgTdieaakQO3-lK1Q4OfjgkD2xDPxRr5wK6uQk1RZ1RtpZAG7rYVpd1&sig=Cg0ArKJSzEb6RMwtMqddEAE&urlfix=1&adurl=http://brandinsider.straitstimes.com/sol-acres/
http://adclick.g.doubleclick.net/pcs/click?xai=AKAOjssOwdF5yd4wO_9vkbDQj0QssegRLbuf6DrZS08_khFT217VKLsBOVMp9TO1WQI0v4ka8D5jtSNp69kOXjJGUaHRcZAc5xklg5fiLmvAi92esDF1vjaUksiiu020VOkpyxSa4sz4vU4rDUVE3_pH1mkDA0oF5DfmssT9F4bBymgTdieaakQO3-lK1Q4OfjgkD2xDPxRr5wK6uQk1RZ1RtpZAG7rYVpd1&sig=Cg0ArKJSzEb6RMwtMqddEAE&urlfix=1&adurl=http://brandinsider.straitstimes.com/sol-acres/
https://adclick.g.doubleclick.net/pcs/click?xai=AKAOjsuWVT7buGaK5deM3nvNPZ0XtZ_6yMLmVYtOLHoYW71jJjhHfb-BoiSQosZcrG2OVyR2pYunovhz-lQ9i_UrXfS-bsMYp5OBjK3A2JVQAQ6OjFShduA0hkVJY3EkcZsdb3d-7CChLTPaGR0cY068ffMa1xcajI-ex8i6y7B5It6i2vjgVhGbdFbKHcW1FzhJA8_f3mev6GMBPbo9fR06aKi9qG-VtTPAo1BpbvtOWFI&sig=Cg0ArKJSzCPsf0orv3I5EAE&urlfix=1&adurl=https://ad.doubleclick.net/ddm/trackclk/N5716.8783ASIAONE/B10539400.142253774%3Bdc_trk_aid%3D314472141%3Bdc_trk_cid%3D75851307%3Bdc_lat%3D%3Bdc_rdid%3D%3Btag_for_child_directed_treatment%3D
https://adclick.g.doubleclick.net/pcs/click?xai=AKAOjsuWVT7buGaK5deM3nvNPZ0XtZ_6yMLmVYtOLHoYW71jJjhHfb-BoiSQosZcrG2OVyR2pYunovhz-lQ9i_UrXfS-bsMYp5OBjK3A2JVQAQ6OjFShduA0hkVJY3EkcZsdb3d-7CChLTPaGR0cY068ffMa1xcajI-ex8i6y7B5It6i2vjgVhGbdFbKHcW1FzhJA8_f3mev6GMBPbo9fR06aKi9qG-VtTPAo1BpbvtOWFI&sig=Cg0ArKJSzCPsf0orv3I5EAE&urlfix=1&adurl=https://ad.doubleclick.net/ddm/trackclk/N5716.8783ASIAONE/B10539400.142253774%3Bdc_trk_aid%3D314472141%3Bdc_trk_cid%3D75851307%3Bdc_lat%3D%3Bdc_rdid%3D%3Btag_for_child_directed_treatment%3D
http://www.asiaone.com/#facebook
http://www.asiaone.com/#twitter
http://www.asiaone.com/#google_plus
http://www.asiaone.com/#whatsapp
http://www.asiaone.com/#email
https://pdfcrowd.com/doc/api/?ref=pdf
https://pdfcrowd.com/?ref=pdf


 

MORE FROM ASIAONE

AirAsia �ight QZ535 from Perth to Bali drops...

Create PDF in your applications with the Pdfcrowd HTML to PDF API PDFCROWD

http://www.asiaone.com/world/airasia-flight-qz535-perth-bali-drops-22000-feet-mid-air
http://www.asiaone.com/#facebook
http://www.asiaone.com/#twitter
http://www.asiaone.com/#google_plus
http://www.asiaone.com/#whatsapp
http://www.asiaone.com/#email
https://pdfcrowd.com/doc/api/?ref=pdf
https://pdfcrowd.com/?ref=pdf

